SOVEREIGN 
(GRACE CHURCH 


March 26th, 2017 


“Take heed, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing 

from the living GOD.” 


HEBREWS 3:12 


New on our bookshelf... John Bunyan’s 
The Saints Privilege and Profit 
AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 
bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us 


JOSEPH D. MURPHY, PASTOR 
WEBSITE 
SovereignGrace.us 
ADDRESS 
23033 Hughey Lane 
New Caney, Texas 77357 
MAILING ADDRESS 
PO Box 2160 77357 


PHONE 
(832) 543 5333 / (832) 995 7925 cell 


March 26th, 2017 


Schedule of Services 
Sunday School 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship 11:00 am 
Wednesday Worship 7:00 pm 
*On the first Sunday of each month, we will observe the Lorp’s Table in 
the 11:00 am service and then have lunch in the fellowship building. 
Nursery 
Nursery available for 4 years old and younger 


Happy Birthday! 
Georgia Gibbs — 27th, Angela Luman— 28th, Sandra Murphy — 29th, 


This evening’s podcast speaker will be from PASTOR EMERITUS JACK SHANKS 
Amos 8:1-14 — A BASKET OF SUMMER FRUIT 
To find our podcast search for the keyword PurposedGrace on 
Apple’s Podcast App or{ o> Google’s Play Music App 
*Our featured sermon is made available every Sunday at 6:00 PM 


IT PLEASED GOD... 

“FOR AFTER THAT IN THE WISDOM OF GOD THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW 
NOT GOD, IT PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO SAVE 
THEM THAT BELIEVE.” (1 CORINTHIANS 1:21) 

It pleased God to save you and me (all who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ) by the foolishness of preaching. It is written: 


“Where is the wise? where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 
wisdom of God the word by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a 
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 


things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord” 1 CORINTHIANS 1:20-31. 

Our LORD calls, through the preaching of the gospel, those whom He 
must save. Our glory, indeed our rejoicing in this labour, is and ought to 
be the preaching of the person and the work of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. As we read in 1 Corinthians 1 “let him that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord”. Paul wrote “God forbid that | should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the wonrld is crucified unto me, 
and | unto the world” GALATIANS 6:14. 

Beloved, when necessity is laid upon us to preach the gospel, we 
have nothing to glory of, for it is the LORD who gives this burden to 
preach the finished redemptive work of Christ. When you and | hand 
out gospel tracts, gospel sermons, gospel books, or make invitations to 
hear the gospel preached; it is encouraging to call to our remembrance 
that it is this blessed means, the preaching of Christ and Him Crucified, 
that the LORD will bless to the salvation of His people. 

Preaching is the means that pleased God to save them that believe. 
For “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe” 1 CORINTHIANS 1:21; “Christ is preached; and | therein do 
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice” PHILIPPIANS 1:18. 

Our Lord teaches us that no one may enter into the Kingdom of God 
except by being born again. Every born again believer was born from 
above by the preached word of the gospel and by the Spirit. 


The Lord declares, “Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water* and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 
JOHN 3:5; “Then will | sprinkle clean water* upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will | cleanse you. A 
new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: and | will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of 
flesh” EZEKIEL 36:25-26; “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water* by the word” EPHESIANS 5:26. 

In Ephesians 5:26 water* is a type or a figure used to describe the word 
of God. Though there has been much commentary about the meaning of 


the word ‘water in John 3:5, our Lord is referring to the word of God (the 
gospel of His work and person preached). Indeed the God’s word states 
plainly “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” (ROMANS 10:13-14). 

May the Lord be pleased to use us to bring the preaching of the Gospel 
to the ears of every creature, and they that hath ears to hear, our 
Heavenly Father, will indeed /et them hear the Gospel of His beloved Son. 

Why is preaching the gospel our most important and urgent task? 
Quite simply, because our God has commanded us to, our Lord 
declares “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned” (MARK 16:15-16) Amen! 


PASTOR 


Beloved, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 

and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 


THE Most MISUNDERSTOOD VERSE IN THE BIBLE 
“’,.GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, 
THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE 
EVERLASTING LIFE.” (JOHN 3:16) 


This is perhaps the most oft-quoted, and least understood verse in the 
Bible. This verse is used by many to teach that God loves all men the 
same, has provided salvation for all men the same, and it is up to man to 
do something with it. This verse teaches no such thing! 


The emphasis in this verse is not the quantity of God’s love, but the 
quality! Whether the whosoever refers to one man, or one billion men, it 
has no bearing on the meaning. 


If only one person was converted by this Gospel, it would not be any 
less glorious than if one billion people were converted by it. The point of 
wonder is “God so loved the world.....that He gave.....His only Begotten 
Son.....that whosoever.....believeth in Him.....should not perish” JOHN 3:16. 


PASTOR HENRY MAHAN 


